JOHN HENRY NEWMAN                1332
say the sooner you do the better, for while your eyes are bad, it would be an amusement. But the truth is that we have in contemplation to set up a verse department in Rose's Magazine for all right purposes ; and I am (not beating up, but) looking for recruits. Do not mention tlais, but we have hopes of making an effective quasi-political engine, without every contribution being of that character. Do not stirring times bring out poets 1 Do they not give opportunity for the rhetoric of poetry, and the persuasion 1 And may we not at least produce shadows of high things if not the high things themselves ?
On Sunday, December 2, 1832, as Select Preacher, Mr. Newman preached the sermon on Saul.1 On Monday, December 3, he set out by the Southampton coach for Whitchurch, writing on the same clay.
To ins MOTHER.
WhitchurcJi: December 33 1832.
It is soon to make you pay postage. . . . Here I am at Whitchurch from one till eleven ! I had hoped to be alone, and I should have despatched several copies of verses ; but a person claiming to be H.'s brother has made his appearance, and, as going to Exeter as well as myself, claims to share my room and society. So I am practising for the first time the duty of a traveller, which is sorely against the grain, and have been talkative and agreeable without end; . . . now that I have set up for a man of the world it is my vocation. I have been so hurried I have had no time to think, but at times it seems to be miserable going away for so long. Yet I doubt not, in after life, I shall look back on this day as a bright day and full of interest, as the commencement of one of the few recreations which I can hope, nay, or desire to have in this world, for the only cessation from labour to which I may look without blame. I really do not wish (I think) that it [this present cessation] should be anything else than a preparation and strengthening time for future toil; rather I should rejoice to think that I was in this way steeling myself in soul and body for it.
In the afternoon service yesterday, the second Psalm [for ringing] was Ps. 121, Merrick's version. JSTow I cannot think
1 ' Wilfumess the sin of Saul,' University Sermons. [it\ exbc-^mpore preaching]. I have had from time to time cliverH i.limi*^1its about turning evangelical so far, only 1 am afmtd. if < >xford was any place but Oxford, I certainly would have a wivkly lecture—en-iSa'^? xapw. 1 Arist. Rhet. ii. 12.
